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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PMI Supports Federal Legislation Water in the 21°" Century Act
(W21) to Improve Water Efficiency

Rolling Meadows, 1L (August 7, 2014) —Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI) today
announced its support for W21: Water in the 21% Century Act, a bill that would take important steps to
improve water use efficiency by promoting water conservation, recycling, water projects and
research, as well as formally authorizing the WaterSense program. The legislation was introduced
July 31 by Senators Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), along with
Representatives Grace Napolitano (D-CA) and Peter DeFazio (D-OR).

“PMI applauds Senators Boxer and Feinstein and Representatives Napolitano and DeFazio for
introducing W21, which recognizes the importance of water efficiency and ensures support for the
voluntary WatetSense program,” said Barbara C. Higgens, PMI CEO/Executive Directot.

PMI and many of its member companies proudly participate as partners in the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) sponsored WaterSense Program. The goal of the program is to decrease
water use through more efficient products, services, and practices, while ensuring product
performance and encouraging innovation in manufacturing. Plumbing products bearing the
WaterSense label are 20 percent more water-efficient than the current federal law without sacrificing
performance; provide measurable water savings results; and require independent, third-party
certification. Manufacturers, water-related organizations, and communities collaborate to make the
program successful. W21 would strengthen WaterSense, enabling it to continue its labeling system
for water efficient appliances, plumbing fixtures, landscaping and new homes.

With an aging infrastructure nationwide that needs billions of dollars in upgrades and a number of
states facing severe drought conditions, real and immediate water savings can be achieved now, by
simply retrofitting old, inefficient models with high-efficiency toilets, showerheads and faucets.

In addition, the measure would provide grants and rebates for water conservation and water
efficiency, open federal financing for water recycling and management projects, and establish a water
database at the Department of Interior. The bill also would reauthorize the Water Resources
Research Act and the Water Desalination Research Act.

“PMI is pleased that our lawmakers in Washington, D.C., are taking a proactive approach to
conserving water and ensuring the plumbing products remain part of an important contributor to
these efforts, along with the water utilities and consumers,” said Higgens.

About PMI: Plumbing Manufacturers International is the voluntary, not-for-profit international industry
association of manufacturers of plumbing products, serving as the Voice of the Plumbing Industry. Member
companies produce a substantial quantity of the nation’s plumbing products.

For more information on PMI or its conferences, contact the organization at 1921 Rohlwing Road, Unit G,
Rolling Meadows, I1., 60008; tel.: 847-481-5500; fax: 847-481-5501. Visit our website at www.pmihome.org.
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PMI Mission Statement:
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To promote the water efficiency, health, safety, quality and environmental sustainability of plumbing
products, while maximizing consumer choice and value in a fair and open marketplace.

To provide a forum for the exchange of information and industry education.

To represent openly the member’s interests and advocate for sound environmental and public health
policies in the regulatory/legislative processes.

To enhance the plumbing industry’s growth and expansion.
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