
 

 

 
Plumbing Manufacturers International Requests Jan. 1, 2024, Effective Date for Proposed 
California Lead Testing Legislation 
 
Sacramento, Calif. – May 13, 2020 – Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI) has requested an 
effective date of Jan. 1, 2024, for AB 2060 (Holden), the new lead testing legislation under consideration 
in the California State Assembly. 
 
As shown by the timetable included in an educational document PMI produced for state legislators, this 
aggressive product development and production schedule will enable plumbing manufacturers to supply 
the marketplace with sufficient product quantities and choices while assuring consumer safety and 
satisfaction.  
 
Noting that service lines running from the water main to buildings are the primary source of lead in water, 
PMI CEO/Executive Director Kerry Stackpole said “plumbing fixture manufacturers led the charge 
designing new faucets and drinking water sources designated as lead-free by the Environmental 
Protection Agency under the federal Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act. Manufacturers actively 
support efforts to sharpen national standards to improve the safety of drinking water.” Recent innovations 
by fixture manufacturers include the use of non-lead brasses and the lining of water flow areas in faucets 
with material that shields water from direct contact with metals. 
 
PMI supports NSF 61 update that would fulfill the requirements of AB 2060 
 
PMI supports the proposed update to the NSF 61 (2020) standard that would fulfill the requirements of AB 
2060. The standard will be updated to include a mandatory test statistic Q or R value of 1μg or less for 
Section 9 endpoint devices including faucets and drinking fountains. The updated standard will further 
reduce the micrograms of residual lead permitted to be released during product testing from 5μg to 1μg, 
the maximum amount that would be allowable under AB 2060. The legislation will enable the purchase of 
faucets, drinking fountains, and other endpoint drinking water devices that meet the updated NSF 61 
standard. 
 
The road to Q 1μg will require extensive work and spur significant innovation  
 
Once NSF 61 is updated and published, the road to Q 1μg will require extensive product design, testing, 
certification, manufacturing and more. As shown in the timetable, plumbing manufacturers have already 
begun to plan and allocate resources in anticipation of the updated NSF 61 being published later in 2020. 
Once the standard is published, manufacturers will have the option of submitting products for testing, 
certification and marking under the new standard. This optional period will last until Jan. 1, 2024, when 
the more stringent test requirement becomes mandatory.  
 
Meeting Q 1μg requires collaboration from all stakeholders, Stackpole said. PMI is working with NSF 
International on revisions to NSF 61, as well as with the AB 2060 author Assemblymember Chris Holden, 
the Environmental Defense Fund, the Environmental Working Group, and PMI member companies to 
develop the proposed path forward. 
 
To learn more, read “The Road to Q 1μg,” PMI’s educational document. 
 
About Plumbing Manufacturers International 
 
Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI) is the trade association of plumbing product manufacturers 
that produce more than 90 percent of the United States’ plumbing products, represent more than 150 
iconic brands, and develop safe, reliable and innovative water-efficient plumbing technologies. PMI 
members contribute more than 464,000 jobs and $85.5 billion in economic impact to America's economy. 
 
With a vision of safe, responsible plumbing – always, PMI advocates for plumbing product performance 
contributing to water efficiency and savings, sustainability, public health and safety, and consumer 
satisfaction. PMI members manufacture water-efficient toilets, urinals, faucets, showerheads and other 
products at more than 70 locations across the country and market them online and in more than 24,000 
home improvement stores, hardware stores and showrooms in all 50 states. For more information on 
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PMI, contact the organization at 1750 Tysons Blvd., Ste. 1500, McLean, Va., 22102; tel.: 847-481-5500; 
fax: 847-481-5501. www.safeplumbing.org. 
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